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President’s Message

CALENDAR - MARCH 2008

The Four Chaplains Ceremony on
February 3" was a really nice event. This
year the weather cooperated and we were
able to lay a wreath at the monument. For
next year’s ceremony the chapter has been
invited to have our chapter flag in the

Sat. Mar. 15 — 1300hrs — Membership Meeting

Sat. Mar 22 — 1000hrs — LeRoy Community
Easter Egg Hunt — Hartwood Park, LeRoy

ceremony. Hopefully this will grow through

the years, it is a wonderful event. Thanks
also to the American Legion Ladies
Auxiliary for providing treats after the
ceremony.

The parade invitations have started
coming in already. All chapter members and
any service members are invited to join the
chapter and march with us. It’s really a lot of
fun and an opportunity for all of the public to
see the chapter.

Plans for the spaghetti dinner for the
Dana Fry Scholarship Fund are coming
together nicely. Dave Hutchinson is doing a
great job as chairman. Hopefully we’ll have
a good turnout so invite all of your friends,
relatives and neighbors for a really great

Crossroads Bowling

A big thank you to Bob Polle, Jan
Howland, Jim Marshall, Evan Rich and
Brian Polle for representing the chapter in
the Crossroads House bowling tournament.

They ran into a lot of glitches and Bob
and Jan had to give up the big NASCAR
race but they persevered. Jan and Evan won
some door prizes though and hopefully they
all had fun.

Thanks you all.....you’re the best !!

dinner and a wonderful cause.

God Bless America
Together then, together now...

Paut

Membership - sent in 2/19/08

Bob McDonald

**New Members require a copy of DD214
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Vet Heartens Newly Wounded
By Louise Continelli, News Staff Reporter, Buffalo News — Jan. 20, 2008

Bob Kunkel lost his left knee in Vietnam, but he calls himself "lucky" because he now gets to work as a
"peer volunteer" at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. "It's a privilege and honor," the
Niagara Falls resident said, "to be allowed to interact with newly injured soldiers." Some of the wounded have
catastrophic injuries: blindness, burns, lost limbs because of roadside bombs. "The newly injured have no idea
how dramatic their lives have been impacted," said Kunkel, now an Amherst machinist.

He has some idea.

While he still was a teenager, barely out of Tonawanda Senior High School, his knee was blown out in
Vietnam by a land mine. "Both legs were trashed. One healed better than the other," he said before resting his
cane at a Williamsville Starbucks. He carries so much shrapnel that, to this day, he sets off metal detectors.

Yet, his heroes in Walter Reed are patients such as Jace Badia, who on Veterans Day 2006 was almost
killed by a bomb in Iraq. "His left leg gone, right leg shattered, his right arm and back broken," Kunkel said
The recovering soldier took time to visit the Korean War Memorial with Kunkel. Badia will remain hospitalized,
perhaps for another 10 months. "Each visit there, I spend time with him and his family. I'm privileged to meet
such amazing people - his goal, return to his unit," Kunkel said

Kunkel brings letters, cookies, popcorn and personal items for these wounded warriors, along with what
he calls his own "39 years of adapting experience." Sometimes these servicemen, facing many surgeries and
much pain, question whether they can deal with civilian life. Then they meet Kunkel, a martial arts master
despite his severe wound He shows double-amputees in wheelchairs how to defend themselves.

Kunkel has been encouraged by unexpected generosity in his mission to motivate vets, such as a
dentist's donation of dental work. The dental receptionist, a single mother with several children, who gave $500
in small bills, so an injured soldier and his bride, married in Walter Reed, could afford a honeymoon in the Falls.
And he received a letter not long ago from Harvest Tradi, a corporation that makes "no-hands" can openers,
agreeing to donate them free of charge so Kunkel can take them on his Walter Reed journeys and upcoming
visits to Bethesda Naval Hospital. Others who have helped include Carol Culhane, an artist married to a
Vietnam vet, who created military motif holiday ornaments that were sold to raise funds for Kunkel's work.

His 12-hour days at military hospitals are "a calling," said Joan Scalfani, who has helped Kunkel's
fundraising. "Often he'll incorporate a dinner out on the town with as many as 20 of those he calls the wounded
warriors. All this is done with his own money," she said. He just wants these patients to have a breath of normal
life again.

"I do this because it's the right thing to do," Kunkel said. "I'm the official-unofficial representative of
Western New York good will"

Get your appetites ready for the
Chapter 193 — Dana Fry Scholarship Fund

Spaghetti Dinner Fund-raiser
T Saturday, April 19, 2008

AW At the LeRoy Servicemans Club
Serving 5-8  Eat in or Take Out
Spaghetti with sausage or meatballs, bread and salad

All for $7.00
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@ Lines From Linda

Hi everybody ... I realized this past Wednesday night that this Saturday, 2/16 was the general meeting, where does the
time go??? ...HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAYS TO: BILL FRIEDAY, J.D. HADE, PAULA HADE, MARIE
TAYLOR, PENNY ROBINSON, BRUCE CONNOLLY, JIM SCHUECKLER, JOSH ISLER, PAM MEAD, LEAH
BUCKEL, KIM NESBITT, MARIA BRYANT, THOMAS SCHUCKLER, JESSICA NESBITT, CHARLENE
TAYLOR, KATHLEEN GROSSMANN, MICHAEL FISHER, HAL KRETER, GEORGE MICHAEL ROESCH,
JUSTIN CONNOLLY, CATHERINE ISLER, MEGAN SANDEEN, GARY WAHL, PHILIP SCHILLACI, VICTOR
SERINIS, HARRY RIPPEL & BROOKS HAWLEY: and all I do not know about ...HAPPY MARCH
ANNIVERSARY TO: J.D. & PAULA HADE and all those I do not know about ...A reminder that LINES are
the opinion of LINDA JO CALKINS .... GET WELL WISHES TO: DONNA RIPPEL, MRS. WATTS (KATHLEEN
GROSSMANN's MOM), THE ENTIRE GROSSMANN FAMILY, DAN MURTHA, JEN, STEVE, TYLER,
GIANNA & KATIE McCOWAN, LITTLE GIANNA had to go to the ER in the ambulance, and to DEAN COOK
who recently had a pacemaker put in ... THANK YOU TED & NYLA WILKINSON for the sympathy cards ..
THANK YOU JUDY MILLS for your help getting the card signed ... B.P., J.K., is a NICE GUY ... OOPS, CHUCK
NESBITT, Eastern Orleans County United Way Campaign Chair, was pictured in the Daily with the wrap up of the
campaign ... Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of DOUGLAS M. SMITH, U.S. NAVY, NAM VET, who
passed away 2/7/08 ... ELLYN HOTCHKISS is sporting a new look, hubby JERRY is trying to kick the smoking
habit, keep up the good work (both of you), **STARS** of the educational system: JOAN COLE, wife of TERRY
pictured in the Daily in an article about the decline of school enrollment, JOAN is also the Superintendent of Elba
Central School .. DEBI BROOKS, a teacher in Attica, wife of STEVE, was pictured in the Daily for a fundraiser,
CHIX with STIX, a knit-a-thon in memory of a friend who passed away from cancer, to raise money for their church,
to make it handicapped- accessible ... STEVE CROSS has probably already been to his favorite seasonal restaurant,
THE PANCAKE HOUSE in Angelica, N.Y ... BILL FRIEDAY has a new vehicle ... SEEN AROUND: KURT,
MARY LOU & STEVE McCOWAN, MARY CONNOLLY, THANK YOU for your help at W-M, WILLIAM
CORTRIGHT (? the DMV parking lot, Warsaw, 1/257??), R.T. HOWE, DAVE HEBELL (W-M), BRUCE
CONNOLLY, DAVE RUSSELL, FAITH STABLEWSKI, JOHN BANNISTER, JOAN & BERNY STAATS, JIM
& MARYANN NEIDER, ELIJAH MONROE & DAN MURTHA (Dourie's Parking Lot, 2/11, the USMC sweatshirt
caught my eye) ... DRIVERS OF THE MONTH: the people with white or light colored cars who insist on driving
with NO headlights in a snowstorm .. McCOWANS have a new addition a kitty named SNOWBALL ... **VET
STAR**: WILLIAM WILKINSON, one of Wyoming County's Veteran Reps, was pictured in the Daily with what he
would like to do with the money coming from the government to jump start our economy ... FYI for the DO NOT
CALL REGISTRY 1-888-382-1222 & for getting rid of pre-approved credit card offers: 1-888567-8688 ... SUPER
BOWL DOINGS: BOB SOVOCOOL & JUDY MILLS attended the party at the LeRoy Moose, GUS, KATHLEEN,
MEGHAN, CATHERINE & MRS. WATTS, hosted a party ... a darn GOOD GAME, the only people I know that
were sad to see New England lose: BOB & JUDY ... **POLITICAL STARS**: ASSEMBLYMEN DAN BURLING
& STEVE HAWLEY, their opinions on opposing the thruway hikes ... ASSEMBLYMAN STEVE HAWLEY
attended a fundraiser in Ridgeway, for the family who lost 4 loved ones in a house fire ... he was also pictured with
members of the staff at UMMC and a new piece of equipment purchased with the help of his office ... and he was
pictured in the Daily's insert announcing the home show ...LARRY & MARIE TAYLOR are doing fine ... Hi to all
... CONGRATULATIONS TO LINDA TEDFORD, retiring after 18 years with the Attica School District ... MARY
TAYLOR WEST loves her new job with the sheriff's dept, delivering paperwork to the different substations ...
daughter LAUREN has moved in to her first big girl bed, and little brother, SAWYER just cut two teeth ... MICKIE &
DICK BENNETT are doing well, she celebrated her birthday by going out to dinner ...oh yes, it has been COLD in
Arizona ... It was a nice service to honor THE FOUR CHAPLINS, on February 3. JIM NEIDER did Master of
Ceremony duty, and he & DON NAGLE told the story of the FOUR CHAPLINS ... attending were: JIM &
MARYANN (hostess) NEIDER, PAUL DAMRAU, PENNY ROBINSON, JIMBO, LJ, STEVE CROSS, R.T.
HOWE, BOB SOVOCOOL, JUDY MILLS, DAVE HUTCHINSON, BILL FRIEDAY, GUS GROSSMANN, JOHN
BANNISTER & TIM SHEFLIN ... ASSEMBLYMAN STEVE HAWLEY was also pictured in the Daily presenting
the Batavia Jaycees Chapter of the Year award ...Get Well to BRIAN POLLE, recently in the hospital
...Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. BILL WILKINSON on becoming grandparents of ABIGAIL, born 1/24/08 ...Till
next month ...BOB POLLE and JAN HOWLAND headed to Vegas ...PENNY headed to Arizona ...Till next month
...Love Ya All LJ P.S. TERRY COLE has been to the Pancake House twice already BYE ..P.S.P.S. We wish Mrs.
HOWE, R.T.’s mom, a speedy recovery...Honest — this is it.
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