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CALENDAR – OCTOBER  2007 
 
Sat. Oct. 20 – 1300hrs – Membership Meeting  
           at the Servicemen’s Club, 53 W. Main St 
 
    

President’s Message 
  

It looks like October is kind of quiet for a 
change.  Hopefully I will give us time to do more 
sorting in the new office.  We are all moved in but 
there remains the big job of unpacking all of 20 years 
worth of boxes and categorizing, filing, etc. 

On September 11th there was a nice 
ceremony at the Batavia VA commemorating the 
events of that day.  Thanks to Bob Sovocool, Terry 
Cole, R.T. Howe, Bill Frieday and Al Plath who 
participated along with me. 

November promises to be a busier month.  
The 10th is the Marine Corps birthday and is also the 
annual Turkey dinner at our new neighbor, the LeRoy 
Servicemen’s Club.  The 11th is of course Veterans 
Day with ceremonies at the memorial in Genesee 
County Park.  That afternoon is also the LeRoy 
Rotary Appliance Raffle at the Servicemen’s Club.  
The following Saturday, the 17th, is the annual 
Veterans Honor Night at the LeRoy Moose, a great 
evening you won’t want to miss.  Also next month 
you all will be receiving tickets for our annual 
Christmas Cash Raffle. 

Hope you’ll be at the meeting or plan on 
joining us at an upcoming event. 

 
God Bless America 
Together then, together now… 

   Paul 
 

The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor is 
conducting a nationwide effort to register Purple Heart 
recipients in the museum's database. So far, 70,000 
recipients have been registered since the Hall of Honor 
opened in New Windsor, N. Y., in November, but 
organizers hope to enroll as many as 1.5 million, said 
Sergio Morales, a member of the museum's board of 
directors. Hall visitors can access the list of Purple Heart 
recipients on the museum's 15 computers that chronicle 
photos and stories about those who have earned the medal. 
The Defense Department does not keep an official database 
of Purple Heart recipients. Hall of Honor organizers hope 
their efforts will create as complete a list as possible of 
those who have earned the medal to ensure they are not 
forgotten, Morales said.  

To register with the Hall of Honor, recipients must 
prove they received the medal by submitting the appropriate 
official documentation, including a DD-214, DD-215, WD 
AGO-53-55, General Orders or a Letter of Transmittal, 
Morales said. Hall officials also requested recipients send a 
written narrative of how they earned their medal, any 
newspaper articles written about them receiving the medal, 
and any photographs of them while in the service.  

Although it's not required, recipients can also tape 
an interview at the Hall of Honor chronicling their service 
and the events that led to their Purple Heart. An unedited 
copy of the DVD is given to the recipient, while an edited 
version is kept at the Hall and Stored with that individual's  
record, Morales said.  I  

Recipients can contact the Hall of Honor at (845) 
561-1765 and 1-877-28HONOR, or on its Web site.  
 
 

Membership – sent in 9/15/07 
Gary Wahl (aso)  Judy Mills(aso) 
Penelope Robinson (aso)  
**New Members require a copy of DD214  
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Chapter  Contacts : 

 
President.................Paul Damrau -768-2011 
Vice President......Ted Wilkinson - 786-3502 
Secretary....................Terry Cole – 768-4410 
Treasurer...............Bob Sovocool - 768-4410 
BOD........................Dan Murtha - 786-0314 
Associate Rep...... .Pam Brodsky - 343-1645 
Membership.....Linda Jo Calkins - 768-4410 
Newsletter Ed.. .Penny Robinson - 768-2011 

Chaplain............Gus Grossmann 
 

Products – Penny Robinson 
Donations – Paul Damrau 

 
Veterans' Services: 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center at Buffalo - (800) 532-8387 

VVA NYS Council Hotline - 
Walt Hendricks - 1 888-678-VETS 
VVA accredited Service Officers - 

Hal Kreter - (585) 343-8216 
Delores Garcia - NY State Council VVA 

Chief Service Officer (716) 857-3344 
Pat Pudetti - (585) 473-7983 

 
County Service Reps 

Genesee -Hal Kreter - 343-8216 
Orleans - Paul Fulcomer - 589-3218 

Livingston - Frank Hollister - 243-7960 
Wyoming - Gary Cousins - 786-8860 

Erie - Louis Palma - 858-6349 
Niagara - Donald J. Thompson - 439-7847 

Monroe - James A. Carra - 274-6040 

The Vietnam Veterans NYS Council meeting was 
held 22nd - 24th June 2007 - in Owego,NY.  

There were 19 out of 40 Chapters present with 63 
votes out of 112 possible. A quorum was present. State was 
very disappointed in our delegate strength at the Convention 
this year. Our Chief Service officers report stated that private 
lawyers for VVA claims are entitled to 20% for placing the 
claim.  

State asks to please use for the internet search engine 
www.goodsearch.com and request New York Vietnam 
Veterans Foundation (NYVVF Westbury, NY) as WHO DO 
YOU GOODSEARCH FOR?  
Our state website has had a facelift and looks good. It is much 
more informational and is update constantly with fresh 
information. I personally recommend visiting at least once a 
week. It is www.nyvietnamvets.org Here you can print out 
forms for VV A license plate requests which is only a onetime 
$25.00 fee. I recommend getting one of these to bring 
attention to our organization. The Interchange State 
newspaper is available on the website as a download or just to 
read as a .pdf file.  

Information on our first ever upcoming Vietnam 
Veteran Walk-A-Thon across New York State is available on 
the website. This is a huge event scheduled for summer of 
2008. This will benefit Chapters and State alike financially 
and with memberships.  
The 2008 State Council meetings will be:  
January 25th – 27th  April 18th - 20th  
June 20th - 22nd   September 19th – 21st  

Respectfully submitted, Ted Wilkinson  
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
November 10 – The Wall, 25 years – parade and ceremonies, Washington DC 
November 11 – Veterans Day – Ceremony at Genesee County Park, time TBA 

November 17 – Veterans Honor Night – LeRoy Moose Family Center 
December 15  -  Christmas Cash Raffle 

 
Incoming News is the monthly publication of 
Chapter 193.  Opinions expressed in editorials 
and Lines From Linda are those of the authors. 
 
Printed by:  Batavia Legal Printing, Inc., 

7 Bank Street 
LeRoy, New York 14482 

MEETING MINUTES – 9/15/07 
  
The meeting was called to order at 1300 hours 

following the pledge of allegiance and a moment of silence for 
our troops and MIA's.   There were 12 members present. 

Minutes were read and approved. Financial report 
was read.  Membership report, membership is at 103. 
R.T. Howe gave a parade report. Veterans Day is the next 
upcoming event.  Ted Wilkinson reported on State and 
National conventions.  Penny gave scholarship report and 
Duck Derby wrap up. The chapter voted to donate monies to 
the Genesee County Sheriffs Assn.  
 The chapter voted to explore the possibility of 
inviting the Marine Corps Silent Drill team to perform for our 
25th Anniversary in 2011. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1410 hrs.  
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Veterans’ tax exemption increased 
From the Batavia Daily News – September 19,2007 

 
WARSAW - Some area veterans will now be eligible for a property tax exemption, officials at 

Wyoming County Veterans Services said Tuesday.  
The statewide policy took effect Aug. 28, said Assistant Director Bill Wilkinson. It allows those who 

served during "peaceful" periods of the Cold War to receive a 10 percent exemption.  
"Normally just war veterans get these," he said. "It's a very important thing because there's probably as many 
veterans who were in for a 'nonwar' period, who weren't able to get an exemption."  

Only veterans who served during conflict periods were previously eligible, Wilkinson said. The Cold 
War took place from the late 1940s to the early 1990s, as the United States and former Soviet Union were 
squared off against each other. The state defines the Cold War as having occurred from Sept. 2, 1945 to Dec. 26, 
1991. Former military personnel must have served at least a year, and been honorably discharged. 

Those interested will need to get the proper form at the Veterans Services office on Linwood Avenue. 
Call 786-8860 for more information. 

(ed note:  Residents of counties other than Wyoming should call their county service officer listed on 
page 2 of this newsletter)  

                                                    ------------------------------------------- 
 

Burling: Program provides veterans with low-interest mortgage loans 
 
Assemblyman Dan Burling, R-Warsaw, reminds veterans to take advantage of below market mortgage 

rates available through the Homes for Veterans Program. The program is administered through the State of New 
York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA) and the New York State Department of Veterans' Affairs.  

"For many veterans, especially young people leaving active duty, home ownership can seem like an 
unattainable dream," said Burling in a news release. "The Homes for Veterans Program can help these brave 
men and women achieve the goal of home ownership."  

Through the Homes for Veterans Program, eligible veterans will receive mortgages with fixed interest 
rates as low as 4.875 percent, considerably lower than standard banks, and 0.5 percent lower than SONYMA's 
normal below-market interest rates. While national home loan guaranty programs require down payments up to 
10 percent, mortgages through the Home for Veterans Program require a down payment of only 3 percent, with 
only 1 percent coming from the borrower's own funds. The program will also provide closing cost assistance, 
and unlike national veteran home loan guaranty programs, the payment of borrower points is not required.  

Veterans do not need to be purchasing their first home to be eligible, but they will have to satisfy 
SONYMA's income and home purchase price limits among other requirements. In addition, veterans must pro-
vide proof of active duty and proof of release from duty under conditions other than dishonorable.  

The below-market mortgages will be available solely through M&T banks throughout the state. To 
apply, veterans can call the M&T Bank in Rochester at (585) 760-8878 or speak with the Buffalo branch at 
(716) 629-8720.  

To find out additional information, individuals can contact Burling directly by calling (585) 786-0180 or 
visiting his district Office in Warsaw. Veterans can also call SONYMA toll free at 1-800-382-HOME or 'visit' 
the agency's Web site at www.nyhomes.org  

                                 -------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Vietnam Memorial Seeking Readers 
 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund is looking for 2,000 volunteers to read all 58,256 names 
inscribed on “The Wall,” from Nov. 7-10. This special tribute is in honor of the 25th anniversary of the 
memorial's dedication in 1982.  

For registration information and forms, go to: www.vvmforglindex.cfm? SectionID=582, or call 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund at (202) 3930090, ext. 109.  

From VWF Magazine, September 2007 
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Proud to be an American 
 

By Greg Reeson – From American Thinker 7/27/07  
 

Historian Howard Zinn, writing recently in The Progressive, said that this past Independence Day, 
Americans  “would have done well to renounce nationalism and all its symbols: its flags, its pledges of allegiance, its 
anthems, its insistence in song that God must single out America to be blessed. " His column was an argument against 
the basic idea that we should consider ourselves Americans, and instead advocated an "allegiance to the human race," 
as if the two were somehow incompatible.  

He described our soldiers in Iraq as "victims ... of our government's lies" and claimed that Americans suffer 
from "a loss of a sense of proportion." To support this claim, he said nationalist thinking had led us to such actions as 
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in response to Pearl Harbor, and the killing of tens of thousands in 
the Global War on Terror in response to the deaths of 3,000 Americans in the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, a 
clear indication of our "loss of a sense of proportion." The implication, of course, is that we should have been much 
more restrained after being attacked by a ruthless enemy, in 1941 and again in 2001.  

With all due respect to Prof Zinn's opinion, I must disagree. I take great pride not in the fact that I am a 
soldier, but in the fact that I am an American soldier. I am as capable at helping others as I am at hurting them, and I 
take far more pleasure in the former than I do in the latter. I am immensely proud and humbled to have the honor of 
representing my nation, as a member of the armed forces, in bringing relief to those who need it, and justice to those 
who deserve it.  

I, and I believe most Americans, love all the symbols of our greatness: our flag, our anthem, our history, and 
our culture. I have sworn my life to defending the principles upon which this country was founded, and I do believe 
with all my heart that our nation is special and unique.  

I teach my children to respect our flag and our country, and to be thankful for the blessings we enjoy. I get 
choked up at the playing of "The Star Spangled Banner" and at the passing of Old Glory, and I and my children stand 
and give proper honors when either occurs. That may make me a nationalist in Mr. Zinn's eyes, but it doesn't make 
me any less a member of the human race.  

And what about that greatest symbol of America, our national colors, that Prof. Zinn would have us put 
away? Our flag stands for what this nation is: a beacon of hope to the rest of the world, a place where freedom and 
prosperity are available to all who come here peaceably and are willing to work for it. It represents the values and 
beliefs that our soldiers are dying for, because they know America is worth preserving. It represents that magical 
place where people from around the world still long to be, and it stands for justice and equality, the inherent human 
rights that are sadly lacking in many places around the world.  

Do we sometimes make mistakes in dealing with other nations? Yes, of course, but this nation represents a 
land where good triumphs more often than not, and that is why the rest of the world continues to look to us for 
guidance and hope. And it is why our enemies seek to destroy us and everything that we represent.  

I have been around the world and seen the joy in people's eyes when American help has arrived, and I have 
felt pride and thankfulness for being part of such a wonderful nation, knowing that few other countries could provide 
the hope and promise that we do. And I have seen the utter fear in those who know that we have come to right the 
wrongs on behalf of those who cannot fight for themselves against tyranny and oppression. A former commanding 
officer of mine summed it up beautifully when he said, "When we deploy our forces, one of two things happens: 
people either say 'Thank God, they're coming’, or they say, 'Oh shit, they're coming. ‘” Both speak to the greatness of 
this nation.  

The flag, and all our symbols of national pride, mean something because they represent all that is good and 
right about America, and all that can be good and right in the world. They serve as an inspiration and source of pride 
not only to most Americans, but also to everyone who wants to be an American or wants their nation to be more like 
ours.  

No, the time has not come to renounce nationalism and symbols of national pride. Instead, now, more than 
ever, it is time to stand up and be counted. Because now is a time of great peril for our nation, when radical enemies 
seek to destroy everything we stand for and everything we believe in. And it will take proud Americans, and not 
proud humans, to ensure that our country and our way of life continue, for us, and for the rest of the world.  

 
Greg Reeson is a Major in the United States Army, and has served two tours of duty Iraq. His views are his own. He does 
not speak for the US Army or the Department of Defense.  
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This is the second of the two winning scholarship essays from 2007.  It was written by Tyler Moroz, of 

Wyoming. Tyler is a 2007 graduate of Pavilion Central School who spent many hours as a Community Service 
Volunteer and is now attending Genesee Community College, pursuing a career in Business. 

 
 
Throughout history, as children growing up, fascinating stories are told to us, stories about brave men 

doing courageous and selfless acts in the face of incredible odds. We hear about William Wallace leading his 
country from oppression. We hear about the Union soldiers at Gettysburg who out of ammunition, fix bayonets 
and charge head long into a line of advancing Confederate rebels. Time after time we hear of heroes doing all 
sorts of things. However, it has come to my understanding that there is a group of men out there who have never 
fully been recognized for their actions. They would be the men involved in the battle of Khe Sahn which, under 
siege for three months, withstood attack after attack from enemy forces and, after long hard fighting, prevailed 
victorious.  

As the Vietnam War progressed it appeared that the American forces had the upper hand on the northern 
aggressors. At every turn the U.S armed forces beat back the North Vietnamese's attempt at seizing South 
Vietnam and unifying the country under the rule of Ho Chi Minh. It appeared that the United States was well on 
its way to dealing a crushing blow to the spread of Communism; however, the North Vietnamese had other 
plans. On January 21, 1968 Marines stationed at the Khe Sanh military base were going about their business 
when all of the sudden, at 0530, the base fell under attack. On that day the enemy hammered the base with 
rockets, mortars, artillery, small arms, and automatic weapons, every thing except the kitchen sink. Over the 
next 76 days the Marines defending that base would endure such bombardments, full scale attacks, armored 
vehicles, tanks, sniper attacks, and skirmishes. However, the men defending that base would hold their ground 
and not give into loss and despair.  

Meanwhile, on the home front the news of the attack did not sit well with the American people. Up to 
that point the American military commanders were telling the general public that the North Vietnamese Army 
sustained such great loses that they couldn't launch any major offensive. Secondly, they said that the Vietnamese 
holiday of Tet was coming and the enemy was unlikely to attack. On January 21 the allied forces found one of 
its crucial strategic military bases under siege. As the Tet offensive moved on, the commanders in charge found 
themselves frequently addressing the media and giving reasons why the base at Khe Sanh was so crucial to the 
allied war effort. Worsening the situation was the nagging fact that 20,000 North Vietnamese commandoes had 
surrounded 6,000 marines at Khe Sanh. Plus Khe Sanh's primary objective was compromised which was 
supposed to be raiding the Ho Chi Minh trail and preventing supplies from getting to other parts of South 
Vietnam. This compromise was largely credited to the fact that the enemy was literally on their door steps and 
any that ventured out could expect a hostile reception. This all led to more aggravation from the American 
people due to the fact that soldiers were being kept there and could no longer perform their initial intentions.  

The pressure reached all the way to the White House. As hostilities arose from the Tet offensive and 
casualties mounted, President Lynden Johnson found himself on the receiving end of negative accusations. 
Although the battle would eventually be declared as a victory for the Americans it was a huge defeat mentally 
and psychologically. As support fell, President Johnson announced, on March 31, that he would not run again 
for the presidency. With that he decided to curb operation Rolling Thunder which called for an additional 
206,000 troops in Vietnam and started seeking open peace talks with communist adversaries.  

Back in Vietnam things would become clear that the Vietnamese army wasn't going to let up any time in 
the near future and it was up to the military to bring relief. One of the key factors in the defense of Khe Sanh 
was the American's ability to hold their ground thus forcing the Vietnamese to approach them. This drew the 
enemy into the American's superior artillery fire. Secondly, the Americans had the upper hand when it came to 
air superiority. Not only were the defending forces able to call in fighter planes to help with containing ground 
forces, it also gave them the benefit of bringing in supplies and fresh troops. During the time of the siege Marine 
and Air Force cargo planes made frequent landings bringing fresh troops and leaving with wounded soldiers. 
Unfortunately, on February 10, 1968 a Marine C-130 crash landed on the airstrip inside of the base destroying a 
good portion of the runway.  

(continued on page 6) 




