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This Issue is dedicated to:  George Frank Knowlton 19-Nov-67; Richard Francis Laird 6-Nov-67 

CALENDAR – NOVEMBER  2007 
 
Tues. Nov 6 – Election Day – VOTE !! 
Sat. Nov. 10 – 1630hrs Turkey Dinner,  

    American Legion, LeRoy 
- 1800 – Marine Corps Ball,  

   American Legion, Batavia 
- The Wall, 25th Anniversary  

                                         Parade, Washington, DC 
Sun. Nov. 11 – 900hrs – Veterans Day  

   Ceremony, Genesee County Park 
Sat. Nov. 17 – 1300hrs – Membership Meeting  

                 53 W. Main St, LeRoy 
           - 1800hrs – Veterans Honor Night,  

           LeRoy Moose Family Center 
 
    

Membership – sent in 10/20/07 
 

James Rattigan  
  
**New Members require a copy of DD214  

President’s Message 
 
 First I want to thank Dave Hutchinson for 
donating a flag and memorabilia from the USS 
Arizona Memorial to the chapter and Bryan Osborne, 
for sending us a flag flown over his base in Iraq.  
These are wonderful treasures for our chapter and will 
be prominently displayed. 

November looks to be a busy month. 
November 6, is Election Day. This year may not seem 
too exciting since it is just local elections but it may 
be even more important than some of the national 
races.  Who runs your municipality, determines things 
which effect you every day, property taxes, sewer and 
water issues, alternative power sources.  This is your 
chance to speak up and get like-minded officials 
elected.  As veterans, this is one of the rights we all 
fought to protect.  USE YOUR VOTE!! 

November 10th is the celebration of the 
Vietnam Wall’s 25th anniversary and it’s also the 
232nd birthday of the United States Marine Corps.  
Semper Fi, brother Marines. 

November 11th is our day, Veterans Day.  I 
hope many of you will join us for services in Genesee 
County Park or just celebrate with your fellow 
veterans. 

November 17th is the Annual Veterans Honor 
Night put on by the LeRoy Moose.  It’s always a 
greet time and an excellent meal.  This year we will 
be joined by some veterans from the New York State 
Veterans Home and hopefully some VA residents. 

In this Newsletter you will also find your 
Annual Christmas Cash Raffle Tickets.  I hope you all 
will purchase a book to help out your chapter. 

 
God Bless America 
Together then, together now… 

   Paul 
 

Christmas Cash Raffle 
Drawing Dec 15, 2007 

1st Prize - $200 
2nd Prize - $100 
3rd Prize - $50 
4th Prize - $25 
5th Prize - $25 

Return your tickets today to win cash for the 
holidays and support your Chapter !! 

Tickets are $1 each, 3 for $2  
or a book of 15 for $10 
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 Chapter  Contacts : 
 

President................Paul Damrau -768-2011 
Vice President.....Ted Wilkinson - 786-3502 
Secretary...................Terry Cole – 768-4410 
Treasurer..............Bob Sovocool - 768-4410 
BOD.......................Dan Murtha - 786-0314 
Associate Rep..... .Pam Brodsky - 343-1645 
Membership.....Linda Jo Calkins - 768-4410 
Newsletter Ed.. .Penny Robinson - 768-2011 

Chaplain...........Gus Grossmann 
 

Products – Penny Robinson 
Donations – Paul Damrau 

 
Veterans' Services: 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center at Buffalo - (800) 532-8387 

VVA NYS Council Hotline - 
Walt Hendricks - 1 888-678-VETS 
VVA accredited Service Officers - 

Hal Kreter - (585) 343-8216 
Delores Garcia - NY State Council VVA 

Chief Service Officer (716) 857-3344 
Pat Pudetti - (585) 473-7983 

 
County Service Reps 

Genesee -Hal Kreter - 343-8216 
Orleans - Paul Fulcomer - 589-3218 

Livingston - Frank Hollister - 243-7960 
Wyoming - Gary Cousins - 786-8860 

Erie - Louis Palma - 858-6349 
Niagara - Donald J. Thompson - 439-7847 

Monroe - James A. Carra - 274-6040 

 
MEETING MINUTES – 10/20/07 

 
 The meeting was called to order at 1312 
hours following the pledge of allegiance and a 
moment of silence for our troops and MIA's.   
There were 15 members, 1 guest present. 

Minutes were read and approved. Financial 
report was read.  Membership report, membership 
is at 106. 

R.T. Howe gave a report on Veterans Day activities.  
Service at the Park 0900, vigil at the Upton all day. 

 Penny gave scholarship report, thank you from 
remaining winner.  Cash Raffle tickets will be going 
out with November Newsletter.  Distributed posters 
for Vets Honor night on Nov. 17th. 

Member Dave Hutchinson donated to the 
chapter a flag flown over the USS Arizona 
Memorial along with literature and authentication.  
Thank You, Dave. 

Penny read the certificate that came with a 
flag flown over a Marine base in Anbar Province, 
Iraq, sent to us by Bryan Osborne.  Both flags 
were passed around and will be given a place of 
honor in the new office. 

We had another big month of clothing 
donations.  Chapter received an thank you from 
Home Care and Hospice for our donation. 

 The chapter voted to donate monies to 
WNY Veterans Home Volunteer Assn and the Barb 
Walters benefit fund. 

Chapter will address the issue of LeRoy 
Main Street flags being taken down before 9/11. 

Chapter voted to purchase a Super 10/10 
ticket from the LeRoy Moose, Dinner is available to 
any member. 

Bob Sovocool discussed progress on 
LeRoy Servicemans Club – slow. 

The chapter discussed rental agreement 
with LeRoy servicemans club for our new office 
space.  Contract was approved by membership. 

Possibility of Marine Corps Silent Drill 
team discussed.  Committee will meet in December. 

Paul Will talk with Paul Osborne at the 
Park about bridge. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1410 hrs.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
   Dec. 7 or 8 – time TBA – Pearl Harbor Day, VFW Post 202, Holley 
   Dec. 15 – 1400hrs - Christmas Cash Raffle Drawing 
   Jan. 5, 2008 – time TBA - Warsaw Moose Vets Honor Night 
   Jan. 19, 2008 – 1300hrs - Chapter 193 Holiday Party 

 

 
Incoming News is the monthly publication of 
Chapter 193.  Opinions expressed in editorials 
and Lines From Linda are those of the authors. 
 
Printed by:  Batavia Legal Printing, Inc., 

7 Bank Street 
LeRoy, New York 14482 
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Diary of a Last and Final Flight Home – By Stuart Witt  (former navy pilot ) 

 
 
- Feb. 17, 2007, 0350: Curbside at 24th and M, Washington, D.C. Sixteen degrees with a light breeze. Going 
home after my second week of freezing temps to my home in Southern California. Fly my aircraft, ride a 
horse, climb a mountain and get back to living. I'm tired of the cold.  
- 0425: Paying the taxi fare at Dulles in front of the United Airlines counter, still cold. 
- 0450: Engaging the self-serve ticket machine, and it delivers my ticket, baggage tag and boarding pass. 
Hmmm, that Marine is all dressed up early ... ? Oh, maybe ... hmm, "Good morning, Captain, you're looking 
sharp."  
- Pass security and to my gate for a quick decaf coffee and 5 hours sleep. A quick check of the flight status 
monitor. UA Flt 211 is on time, I'm up front, how bad can it be? Hmmm, that same Marine, he must be 
heading to Pendleton to see his lady at LAX for the long weekend all dressed up like that. Or maybe not?  
- "Attention in the boarding area, we will begin boarding in 10 minutes. We have some additional duties to 
attend to this morning, but we will have you out of here on time."  
- That Marine Captain now has five others with him. BINGO, I get it, he's not visiting his lady, he's an 
official escort. How I remember doing that once, CACO duty. I still remember the names of the victim -and 
family, the Brunos in Mojave ... all of them, wow, that was 24 years ago. I wonder if we will ever know who 
and why?  
- On board, 0600: "Good morning, folks this is the captain. This morning, we have been attending to some 
additional duties, and I apologize for being 10 minutes late for pushback; but believe me, we will be early to 
LAX. This morning, it is my sad pleasure to announce that 1st Lt. Jared Landaker, USMC,  
will be flying with us to his Big Bear home in Southern California. Jared lost his life over the skies of  
Iraq earlier this month, and today we have the honor of returning him home along with his mother, father, 
brother and uncles. Please join me in making the journey comfortable for the Landaker family and their 
uniformed escort. Now sit back and enjoy our ride: We are not expecting any turbulence until we reach the 
Rocky Mountains; and at that time, we will do what we can to ensure a smooth ride. For those interested, you 
can listen in to our progress on button 9."  
- Up button 9: "Good morning, UA 211, you are cleared to taxi, takeoff and cleared to LAX as filed." From 
the time we started rolling, we never stopped. First Lt. Landaker began receiving his due.  
- Four hours and 35 minutes later over Big Bear Mt., the AB320 makes a left roll and steep bank and then 
one to the right ... Nice touch, Captain. Five minutes out from landing, the Captain says, "Ladies and gents, 
after landing I'm leaving the fasten seatbelt sign on, and I ask everyone in advance to yield to the Landaker 
family. Please remain seated until all members have departed the aircraft. Thank you for your patience. We 
are 20 minutes early."  
- On roll out, I notice red lights, emergency vehicles everywhere. We are being escorted directly to our gate, 
no waiting anywhere, not even a pause. Out the left window, a dozen Marines in full dress blues, Highway 
Patrol, police, fire crews all in full dress with lights on. A true class act by everyone, down to a person from 
coast to coast. Way to go, United Airlines, for doing the little things RIGHT, because they are the big things; 
air traffic control for getting the message, and to all law enforcement for your display of brotherhood.  
- When the family departed the aircraft, everyone sat silent. Then I heard a lady say, "God bless you and  
your family; thank you." Then another, then another, then a somber round of applause. The Captain read a 
prepared note from Mrs. Landaker to the effect of, "Thank you all for your patience and heartfelt concern for 
us and our son. We sincerely appreciate the sentiment. It is nice to have Jared home."  
- After they departed the aircraft, I found myself-along with 30 others from our flight-looking for a window. 
Not a dry eye in the craft. All of us were bawling like babies. It was one of the most emotional moments of 
my life. We all stood silent and watched as Jared was taken by his honor guard to a waiting hearse. Then the 
motorcade slowly made its way off the ramp.  
- I have finally seen the silent majority. It is deep within us all. Black, brown, white, yellow, red, purple:  
We are all children, parents, brothers, sisters, etc ... we are an American family.  

(continued on page 4) 
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- Early in our taxi out from the gate at Dulles, the gent next to me (a Fairfax city council member) and I were 
talking to the flight attendant and mentioned that we had sons serving on active duty. We commented, "What 
do you say? How tragic, they must be devastated." The flight attendant said many of the passengers had told 
him the same thing, so somewhere in the flight he shared his tidbits with Mrs. Landaker. Our flight attendant 
had been struggling with what to say, to find the right words, so he told the Landaker family about 
passengers who were parents of service members who connected with their grief as parents.  
- After I collected myself, I stepped back to their row, two behind me, and introduced myself to Mr. 
Landaker (a veteran of Southeast Asia as a tanker) and Jared's uncle and brother. What a somber moment. 
Their Marine Captain escort was a first-rate class act. He had been Jared's tactics instructor and volunteered 
for this assignment. As he said, "Sir, it is the least I could do, he was my friend and a great stick. He 
absolutely loved to fly. It's an honor to be here on his last flight."  
- 1115: On my connecting flight, my mind raced. How lucky I was to have had an opportunity to fly my 
father to Spain and ride the carrier USS John F. Kennedy home in 1981. The same year Jared was born. How 
lucky I was to have my father on the crow's landing when I made my final cat shot in an F-14. Jared's father 
never had that chance. Jared was at war, 10,000 miles away.  
- When Mr. Landaker and I were talking, he shared with me, "When Jared was born, he had no soft spot on 
his head and doctors feared he would be developmentally challenged. But, he became a physics major with 
honors, high school and college athlete, and graduated with distinction from naval aviation flight school!  He 
was short in stature, but a Marine all the way." Visit his life story on line at bigbeargrizzly.net. Bring tissue.  
- Feb. 7,2007, Anbar Province, Iraq. 1st Lt. Jared Landaker, United States Marine Corps, hero, from Big 
Bear, California, gave his life in service to his country. Fatally wounded when his CH-46 helicopter was shot 
down by enemy fire, Jared and his crew all perished. His life was the ultimate sacrifice of a grateful military 
family and nation. His death occurred at the same time as Anna Nicole Smith, a drug-using person with a 
7th-grade education, of no pedigree, who dominated our news for two weeks while Jared became a number 
on CNN. And most unfortunately, Jared's death underscores a fact that we are a military at war, not a 
nation at war. Until we become a nation committed to winning the fight, and elect leaders with the spine to 
ask Americans to sacrifice in order to win, we shall remain committed to being a nation with a military at 
war, and nothing more. (And possibly no funding if Congress has its way!)  
- 1st Lt. Landaker, a man I came to know in the skies over America on 17 Feb. 2007, from me to you, aviator 
to aviator, I am unbelievably humbled. It was my high honor to share your last flight. God bless you.  
Semper Fi  
 

*** 
 

 
The following month, Mr. Witt attended a memorial service for Lt. Landaker at Camp Pendleton in 
California. His desire to honor this true American hero should be an inspiration to us all. Whatever your 
views on the Iraq war, it is clear that our men and women in uniform deserve our utmost respect for their 
willingness to put their lives on the line in defense of the freedoms we hold dear. It is to our shame that, as a 
nation, our attention is routinely fixated on Paris Hilton's jail time or Britney Spears' underwear (or lack 
thereof)- while in Iraq and elsewhere, some of America's best and brightest are paying the ultimate price to 
keep us safe. Do we truly believe that the latest celebrity scandals and the next episode of "American Idol" 
are more important or more newsworthy than the stories of the brave soldiers who are risking life and limb to 
keep the U.S. safe from terrorists? I pray it is not so .. "  
As you and your loved ones go about your late summer activities, I hope you'll take some time to pray for 
our nation, and especially the men and women in our Armed Forces. Most of them would shun the media 
spotlight and reject the label of "hero," and yet heroes they are. We owe them every ounce of gratitude we 
can muster.  
 
From Family News from Dr. James Dobson 




